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or less facility with which the leather is penetrated by water.    Of the
various methods of carrying out the test, the following may be quoted.
(ij The weight of water absorbed by imbibition by a given weight of
the leather is determined. For this purpose a piece of the leather, pre-
viously weighed (about 20 grams) is placed in a flat dish and covered com-
pletely with water. At successive* intervals of an hour it is withdrawn,
carefully dried outside, weighed and re-immersed, this procedure, being
continued until no further increase in weight occurs, The weight of water
absorbed is referred to leather with a normal moisture content (18%).
(2) The period of time necessary for water under definite conditions
to pass through the leather. For this purpose use may be nia.de of a very
simple apparatus, consisting of an open metallic: cylinder about fx> cm.
high, to the lower cruel of which a disc of the leather may be fitted tight by
means of a ring with pressure* screws. The leather should be placed with
the bloom towards the inside of the cylinder and its thickness should, first
be measured. The cylinder h filled with distilled water to a height of
50 cm. and left suspended until water passes through the leather and begins
to drip. In	the result, the time newissary h given and also the
thickness of the leather,
5. Microscopical Examination.- -In some cases this may give useful
indications and is carried out either with reflected light smd moderate,
magnification lor the* purpose of observing the characteristic grain and
any defects, or^with transmitted light, a piece* of the leather hardened in
methyl alcohol	cut into very thin sections with a razor.   These sec-
tions may be stained by immersion for 24 hours in dilute picromrmine
and arc	in	glycerine*.   With well, tanned
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